The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Singing Our Faith # 384
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
*Blessing and Dismissal

*Postlude
Scatter to Serve God & Neighbor
Welcome to all! We gather to praise God for the innumerable blessings given

to us and to grow deeper in the Spirit. Joyfully, let us lift our hearts to God.
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.

You are welcome at Chestnut Hill UMC. 

4660 Fort Avenue ~ Lynchburg, Virginia 24502

Church: 434-239-8423 

Minister’s Cell: 434-944-7723, Minister’s Email: awhite@ves.org

Associate Minister’s Cell: 1-502-489-0200

Associate Minister’s Email: healingsolutions12@gmail.com

chestnuthillumc@comcast.net ~ on the web at chestnuthillumc.net

Find us on Facebook: Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church
Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church

10:30 a.m. ~ April 16, 2023 ~ Second Sunday of Easter
Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual Conference is “to be disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence others to serve.” 

Welcome! Join us in worshiping God!
Prelude



Welcome and Ministry Announcements

Welcome in the name of Christ our Lord. Please register your attendance, 

printing your name, address, phone, and email, on the attendance pad provided on your pew. Thank you for silencing cell phones as we gather to worship God.

Invocation
Greeting
We pause and hold unashamed space for those days beset with disappointments we could not see coming and reminders of what could have been.

Oh loving maker, restore our belief that you redeem what is lost, but also that our grief is safe with you, and that lamenting is not a waste of our precious time.
O Christ, you do not scorn our disappointment, but rather remind us that you are a God who was enrobed in human flesh and has felt salt run down your own divine face.

O, how glorious! How wonderful to have a Savior who understands. Hope deferred makes our hearts sick, so we ask that you remind us.
O sweetest Friend, that we grieve the canceled event, the lost job, the health of a loved one or ourselves, the paused relationship, the postponed trip, the end of a project that stirred our hearts was never the source of our hope to begin with.

You say we are blessed when we mourn, for we shall be comforted. Come near and be our deepest consolation now Father. 
Tend to our grief-stricken hearts and lead us into the warmth of your relief, the tenderness of your word, the marrow-deep peace of your presence, the greater intimacy we can enjoy with our suffering savior. 

We mourn for the loss and death of our good dreams, O Creator, and ask that you resurrect them, if your gracious will allows.
But for now, we look toward the day when every tear will be gone and we meet you, the One in whom all our hope resides.
Singing Our Faith # 98

     “To God Be the Glory”
*Opening Prayer
Comfort me with Your love O God. Wrap me up in Your strong embrace.
Shelter me from the storm O Lord. Envelop me in your tender care.
By day I pour out my heartbreak to You. By night I give you my racing thoughts. In You I take refuge, in You I will not be afraid, for you hold me strong, you hold me safe. Calm my fearful heart O God. Still my anxious mind O Lord, for all my life is found in you, all my being is given to You, all my hope begins in You. Amen.

Special Music


   “Jesus, Lord to Me”
Greeting Friends and Neighbors
Prayer for Illumination










     Linda Jessen
Living Word, you still have many things to say to us. Speak, and we will try to hear them. By your Word, may the Spirit guide us into all truth, that our lives may glorify you. Amen
Scripture Lesson




Isaiah 61:1-4




     Linda Jessen
The Word of God for the people of God. 


Thanks be to God.
Singing Our Faith # 529 (Verses 1, 3, & 5)
   “How Firm a Foundation”
The Good News


“Welcoming Grief as a Companion”
Bringing Forward God’s Tithes and Our Gifts

*Doxology # 95   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all

Creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

**Calendar**

	Tuesday, 4/18
	6:30 p.m.
	Homeschool Game Night

	
	
	

	Thursday, 4/20
	10:00 a.m.
	Merry Martha’s Circle

We will pack Judy's car with items to take to Miriam's House. Anyone is welcome to contribute to this. Other items needed: toilet paper, paper towels, tissues, cleaning items, new pillows, trash bags, brooms, mops, etc. Have items at church by the morning of April 20th. Call the church office (239-8423) if you will be bringing items before the 20th. We will also do some cleaning in the church kitchen that day.

	
	
	

	Friday, 4/21
	10:00 a.m.
	Homeschool


**Looking Ahead on the Calendar **

	Sunday, 4/23
	10:00 a.m.
	Choir Rehearsal


Hospital: Lynchburg General: Alice Lovelace
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For the Grocery Cart:
April ~ Body Wash, Tampons, Toilet Paper, Diapers (sizes: Newborn, 4, 5, & 6). 

Easter Offering

A goal of $5,000 will go towards paying for HVAC for the church office area and 10% will go to Joy in Mission. Envelopes are provided in the pew racks.
Park View Clothing Closet
They are in need of men’s spring & summer clothes. Shirts, pants, jeans, shorts, bathing suits, sport coats, suits, lightweight jackets, and shoes. Bring them to church and I will take to the mission.



~Linda Jessen
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